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      ST. MATTHEW’S UMC 
  

GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

Freddy and Pastor Virginia Wall came to St.  Matthew’s UMC July 1, 2015.  Pastor Wall preached her first ser-

mon with us on July 5th.  Both have been such a blessing to St. Matthew’s.  Besides preaching the Good News, Pas-

tor Wall ministers, challenges, teaches, counsels, demonstrates faith, leads, loves, and prays - always with the 

Spirit of Christ first and foremost in her heart.  Pastor Wall was recently presented with some questions about 

her first five years with us.  Here’s what she had to say: 

What is the best part about being in ministry?  The best part about being in ministry is the privilege of 

developing the loving relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, being a living witness of the Gospel, 

and serving all of God’s people with love. 

How has St. Matthew’s changed during the time of your leadership?  How has being here helped you grow?  

It is important for me to share my perspective on change before I humbly attempt to answer this question.  First, 

as a “born again” leader, I view change from a spiritual rather than a numerical outlook.  You can grow spiritually 

with small numbers and accomplish great things for the kingdom of God.  Conversely, you can have large numbers 

of members and the impact for the kingdom is minimal at best.  During the time of my leadership, I have evi-

denced spiritual growth in the life of the body that has translated to service in the name of Jesus.  The congre-

gation’s willingness to embrace change through the Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) was a major milestone in as-

sessing willingness to follow Christ’s Spirit in changing times.  As a congregation, our commitment to changing the 

financial narrative of supporting our mission together has significantly improved and brought forth good fruit. 

Regarding numerical growth, I am thankful for those that have united with the church and the remnant that have 

remained under my leadership and are engaging in active ministry.  However, when I look at the number of un-

churched people in our mission field, both clergy and laity have much work to do in leading the church to reach out 

and draw the unchurched to Christ’s call. 

In the past five years at St. Matthew’s, I have grown in my relationship with Jesus by learning how to be more 

patient with myself while waiting on the Lord’s timing and loving all of God’s people unconditionally, developing 

leadership skills in equipping and motivating others to use their gifts for God’s kingdom, and trusting the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit in my vocational and personal life. 

What kind of change would you like to see within this church?  The change I would like to see within the 

church has begun in the midst of a health pandemic.  We are reaching out to others more freely and uniting in love 

even though we are social distancing.  I would love to see this happen more when we return to in-person worship.  

In addition, I would like to see us build a more diverse body of Christ that is committed to loving God and each 

other, studying the Scriptures, applying the principles of spiritual truth that can guide our individual and corpo-

rate worship and our discipleship outreach.  Practically, that would look like more small groups of Bible study, use 

of electronic technology to reach out to a larger community with the Gospel, more service outside the walls of the 

church, and a commitment to a vibrant prayer team that will intercede on behalf of God’s will for the present and 

future of the church. 

Continued on page 3 

Celebrating 5 Years 

with the Walls 

Celebrating                     
Independence in the 

United States of America 



    Sun. 7/5 

10:17a Worship on 
  Facebook 
 
 

     Mon. 7/6 
     8:00a CWM 
 

 
God is always 

interested in you 
 

    Tue. 7/7 
    8:00a CWM 
 

 
Learn to find joy 
in trying times 

   Wed. 7/8 
8:00a CWM 
1:00p Mid-week 
  Words of Wis- 
  dom - Facebook 
7:00 Troop 20 

    Thu. 7/9 
8:00a CWM 
10:00a Chapel 
  Time w/Ms. Nell  
  on Facebook 

    Fri. 7/10 
 
 
Show compassion 

as Christ did 

    Sat. 7/11 
 
 

Listen for 
God’s voice 



Ed Boswell &      

Denise Stoneburner 

L O V E 

Pastor Wall continued from page 1 

What does St. Matthew’s need to have or do to continue being a bright light for Christ on the corner of 

North Shepherd Drive and Crosstimbers?  The number one need for St.  Matthew’s is already present - that 

is, the presence of Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, to instruct, teach, and lead the body into a deeper relationship 

with Jesus Christ and, therefore, others.  Having acknowledged this, we need to continue to trust and obey the 

lead of God’s Spirit with regard to developing bolder faith to draw blessings into the life of the church.  We have 

begun this process with exploring and accepting the VCI process.  We need to be steadfast in continuing to en-

gage the process, learn together, and let the light of Christ in us bring forth visible fruit for a more vibrant 

church. 

What is your strategy for consistent Bible study and personal prayer time?  Pray diligently,  trust the Lord,  

and follow the wisdom of the Spirit.  I believe consistent Bible study and personal prayer time are evidence of a 

person’s faith conviction and a personal desire to love, learn, grow, and serve out of a growing relationship with 

Christ.  Therefore, I will continue to discern and equip laity to step out in faith to establish small groups for pray-

er meeting and Bible study.  I will offer opportunities for diverse small group Bible study and prayer time virtually 

and in-person (when it is safe to do so) on different days and times.  I will continue to use my platform through 

preaching to allow the Holy Spirit to stir the hearts of the people to seek a closer understanding of God ’s plan for 

the church through prayer and Bible study. 

Any highlights from your time at St. Matthew’s you would like to share?  There have been numerous over 

the past five years - the love of the people in accepting Freddy and I into the family - the baptisms of infants, 

children, and adults - confirmations of youth as they embrace their faith in Christ - the partnership of the Boy 

Scouts of Troop 20 - Big House and UM Army mission works - our willingness to stand in faith on the promises of 

God in sunny and cloudy times - our worship times together - the joys of serving families in our community and 

beyond through the Children’s Weekday Ministries, Vacation Bible School, UM Army, fall festival/pumpkin patch/

barbecue events, meeting the community and sharing the love of Christ at pancake breakfasts, and the post-

Thanksgiving celebrations. 

Any last thoughts at this time?  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside the family of Christ 

at St. Matthew’s.  One of my foundation scriptures is 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, “However, as it is written, what no eye 

has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived - the things God has prepared for those 

who love him - these things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.” 

It is up to us collectively to see, hear, and think with the Holy Spirit for the future of St. Matthew’s.  I believe 

that in this time, God is inviting all of us to follow the VCI plan to completion.  We are to persevere in the midst 

of challenges that threaten to overwhelm us and generate fear in our minds, hearts, and spirits.  As your pastor, 

it is my charge to lead you in placing faith above fear and sacrificial service with love over doubt and uncertainty.  

I trust in the guidance of God’s love and Holy Spirit for the remainder of His time I am with you in service to my 

Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.      AMEN, AMEN, AND AMEN! 



  
July 13 - Trustees Meeting via Zoom 

July 15 - Words of Wisdom via Facebook 

July 16 - Chapel Time via Facebook 

July 20 - CWM & Finance via Zoom 

August 1 - Pancake Breakfast 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
Jeanette Lindley  
Jean Mooney  
John Cunningham 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Flood Victims 
MANNA 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Joy Johnson & Family 

Denis Rivette 
Adele Collins 
Rita Dostal 
Family of David Akin 
Family of Doris Gunderson 
Family of Neil Parkey 
Joe Bisby, Jr. 
George Nash 
Family of Earl Bordelon 
Family of Adelle Durden 
COVID-19 Victims & Heroes 

Carolyn McDavid 
Torry Hill, Jr. 
Charley & Bobbie “Montana” 

Hosang 
Will Ware 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

Unfortunately, our Facebook 
worshipers were unable to see 
the gorgeous altar flowers last 

Sunday.  Beatrice Turner donat-
ed them in honor of Independ-
ence Day and in memory of son 
Heath Turner,  who would have 
been 42 on June 29. 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 

for questions or information on any opportuni-

ties listed.  Office hours are Monday-Friday, 

8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

(office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).   Rev.  Wall 

can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View 

our website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 


